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almost identical with the Greek Sw^vrijc of the coin. It
is, however,, only suggested as a possible derivation of the
Indian prince's name in connection with the type of the
cock, for which it offers at least a plausible reason.
The weight of the coin of Sophytes, 58 J grains, affords,
I think, another evidence in favour of its Indian origin. It
might, perhaps, be called a light Attic drachma, but this
seems scarcely possible, as the coin is not worn or rubbed.
I observe also that out of 40 drachmas of Alexander in
Leakers collection there is only one below 60 grains in
weight. Now the standard silver coin of ancient India
was the Kdrshay the zlpffa. A-uiavov vop<r//a of Hesychius,
which was 32 retls in weight. This is not the place to
discuss the true weight of the reti, or bright red-and-black
seed of the Abrusprecatorius. I may state, however, that
the result of all my experiments and inquiries makes the
average weight of the reti seed between 1*82 and 1 -83 grains.
I have adopted 1*8229 grain as the standard reti weight for
the purpose of facilitating calculation, as 240 reti seeds
will be exactly equal to one ounce avoirdupois. The full
weight of the silver Kdrsha would therefore be 58i grains,
or only a fraction more than that of the coin of Sophytes.
This, also, is the true weight of the old Indian punch-
marked silver coins, as, out of 186 specimens, I found 10
above 55 grains, of which 2 weighed 56^ grains each.
As the whole of these coins had been worn by circulation,
the true mint weight may be safely assumed to have been
a little over 58 grains.
In conclusion, I have only a few remarks to offer on the
portrait of Sophytes, which represents a man of mature
age, and of very striking and peculiar features. I notice
more particularly the retreating forehead, the full pro-
jecting chin, and the strongly marked lines of the cheek

